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Does Saline County have a Bigfoot? Well maybe. There are certainly reports of such a creature around here.


Bigfoot, for those unfamiliar with folklore, is a large but shy gorilla-like creature thought to roam uninhabited areas throughout North America. Some of them, notable those in Florida, are said to possess a terrible stench. (Florida’s version is called “skunk man.”)


Saline County has many areas where Bigfoot might exist, but most of the reports come from around Tull. This part of the county is heavily wooded and relatively unsettled. (The key word there is “relatively.”)


I first heard stories about our Bigfoot from my students in school. Many of them were hunters and spent a good bit of time in the woods there. Others lived in the area. They knew of my interest in folklore and so they told me of several sightings they or their friends had experienced.


Most of these were interesting, but I was skeptical; kids do like to tease their teachers. A colleague, however, told me of an experience he had, and I could not help but believe him. The story came from a man who, I believe, had the utmost integrity. He would never lie; he never sought attention.


I was giving a talk to the local history group one October evening. It was my usual folklore talk that this group always enjoys around Halloween. I included some stories about some sightings of Bigfoots (feet?) in the area. I included the story of the Fouke monster and some from down in the southwestern part of the state near the Texas border.


My friend was in attendance. “Well,” he said, “I don’t believe in stuff like that, but I know what I saw.”


He proceeded to tell about coming home early one evening from work. It was in the fall and the sun had already set and it was almost dark.  He was driving with his lights on.


The road ran through a lonely wooded section of the county. It was during hunting season, a popular place for bagging deer. Bears are sometimes seen in the area, “but this was definitely not a bear,” my friend said.


As he rounded a curve and crossed a small bridge, his lights picked up something sitting on the ground leaning against a tree. When the car neared the creature, it stood up, faced the car head-on before turning and running off into the woods.


“I saw it clearly,” my friend said. “I have never seen anything like it before!” he stated with conviction.


The creature was sighted on another occasion when the man’s sons were returning from football practice one evening. It was near the same area and the creature was eating leaves. It fled as the car approached.  


I mentioned the sightings in some article I wrote, probably for the Courier. A man read the story and called me to ask for more particulars. While I did not tell him my informant’s name, I did give him a more specific location of the sighting. 


He knew the location well. He camped near there during deer seasons. He said that during one hunting season, he and his fellow hunters had a trailer parked nearby which they used as a kitchen. 


Something got into the trailer during the night and tore it up, throwing cast iron skillets and pans about with abandon and eating uncooked food. Some prints of an unknown animal were found outside. The young man also reported sighting a strange creature later in the day.


What did these people see? “Oh, they just made that up!” “What kind of moonshine were they drinkin’ out there?” are common responses to that question.


The Texas Bigfoot Research Conservancy, formerly the Texas Bigfoot Research Center, is a group organized in 1999 to study the possibilities of such animals living in the “Big Thicket” region of Texas, Arkansas, Oklahoma, and Louisiana. Part of Saline County lies in the extreme northeastern edge of the Big Thicket.


The Big Thicket is a vast, but diminishing wilderness area in these states. It has heavily wooded areas and swamp lands. Most of it is uninhabited.


This group investigates any sightings reported to them in a four-state area. Specially trained biologists and other research personnel personally visit the incident area and interview witnesses who have also submitted a written report. 


According to the website (http://www.texasbigfoot.org/) there have been four sightings reported in Saline County since the organization began in 1994. Neither of the stories that I have just related were reported to them. Of  those that were, one occurred near Benton in 1994, one in Paron in 1984 or ’85, one in Bauxite in 2004 and one, location not given, in 1998. 


Also unreported to the organization are unidentifiable bits of hair and footprints of unknown animals which hunters and farmers sometimes show off.


Do I believe there are such creatures “out there?” I do not know. But this I do know: my friend would never lie!
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